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ABSTRACT

Serum apelin and nesfatin-1 levels in depression patients and their relationship with
treatment

Obijective: This study was designed to investigate the molecules apelin and nesfatin-|, their relationship
with depression before and after treatment, and whether they can be used as biomarkers.

Method: Forty-seven depression patients referred to psychiatric outpatient clinic who were not on
treatment and 47 normal healthy volunteers were enrolled in the study. The Structured Clinical Interview
for DSM-IV Axis | Disorders (SCID-), the Hamilton Depression Rating Scale (HAM-D), and the Clinical Global
Impression (CGl) Scale were administered to all participants. Peripheral blood samples were collected
following a 12-hour fasting at the beginning and three months after the start of treatment. Serum apelin and
nesfatin-1 levels were measured.

Results: Of the 47 depression patients, 35 (74.5%) were females and 12 (25.5%) were males. Thirty-one (66%)
of the 47 volunteers were females and 16 (34%) of them were males. Age, marital status, occupation and
Body Mass Index (BMI) did not differ between the groups. Serum apelin level was significantly higher in the
patient group than in the control group. There was no significant difference between the patient group and
the control group in terms of serum nesfatin-1 levels. There was no significant difference in serum apelin and
serum nesfatin- levels after 3 months of treatment.

Conclusions: Serum apelin levels were significantly higher than healthy controls at the time of admission
and there was no change in apelin levels after 3:months of treatment (antidepressant, antidepressant +
electroconvulsive therapy, antidepressant + therapy) despite clinical recovery. Serum nesfatin-llevels in the
patient group were not different from the control group at the time of referral and at the end of 3 months
treatment. There was no relationship between serum apelin level and BMI in our study. Serum nesfatin-1
level and BMI were correlated at the time of admission.
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OZET

Depresyon hastalarinda serum apelin ve nesfatin-1 dizeyleri ve tedavi ile iliskisi

Amag: Bu calisma apelin ve nesfatin-1 molekullerinin tedavi dncesi ve sonrasi depresyonla iliskisini ve biyolojik

belirte olarak kullanilip kullanilamayacaklarini arastirmak amaciyla planlanmistir.

Yoéntem: Calismaya psikiyatri poliklinigine basvuran 47 tedavisiz depresyon hastasi ve 47 normal saglikli

gonuNla alinmistir. Tim katiimcilara DSM-V Eksen 1 Bozukluklan icin Yapilandirimis Kiinik Gérisme (SCIDH),

Hamilton Depresyon Olcegi (HAMD), Klinik Global izZlem (K&i) Olcedi uygulandi. Tedavi éncesinde ve tedavi Address reprint requests to/ Yazisma adres:

baslangicindan sonraki 3. ayin sonunda 12 saat agligi takiben periferik kan érnekleri alindi. Serum apelin ve mﬁsgtsaigpl—?éas%ital Department of Psychiatry
nesfatin- ddizeyleri SicUldd. Asit Mahallesi Hastane Sokak No: 31 '

Bulgular: Kirkyedi depresyon hastasinin 351 (%74.5) kadin, 12'si (%25.5) erkekti. Kirkyedi gonallinin 3Ti (%66) Merkez/Kilis, Turkey

kadin, 16'si (%34) erkekti. Yas, medeni durum, meslek ve Vicut Kitle indeksi (VKi) bakimindan gruplar arasinda Phone / Telefon: +90-348-822-1111/1280
fark yoktu. Bagvuru serum apelin dizeyi hasta grubunda kontrol grubuna gére anlamii derecede yuksekti.
Hasta grubu ile kontrol grubu arasinda basvuru serum nesfatin-1 diizeyi acisindan anlamii fark yoktu. Ug aylik
tedavi sonrasi hem serum apelin hem de serum nesfatin-1 dizeylerinde anlamlii fark olusmamistir.

Sonug: Calisma bulgulanmiza gore, serum apelin dizeyleri bagvuru aninda saglikli kontrollere gére anlamii
olarak yuksekti ve 3 aylik depresyon tedavisi (antidepresan, antidepresan + elektrokonvulsif terapi, »
antidepresan + terapi) sonrasinda klinik iyilesmeye ragmen apelin diizeylerinde degisiklik saptanmadi. Hasta ﬁazzzoeflttnrl: f(l;sqtefgali:gp letter /
grubunda serum nesfatin-1 dlizeyleri bagvuru sirasinda ve 3 aylik tedavi sonunda da kontrol grubundan farkli .

degildi. Calismamizda serum apelin dizeyi ile VKi arasinda iliski saptanmamistir. Bagvuru sirasindaki serum MR AN A
nesfatin-1 dlzeyi ile yine basvuru sirasinda olgllen VKi arasinda korelasyon tespit edilmigtir.
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Serum apelin and nesfatin-1 levels in depression patients and their relationship with treatment

INTRODUCTION

epression is one of the most common psychiatric
disorders. It can be seen at all ages but is more
common in the middle age and especially ages 25 to 44.
The life time prevalence of major depression is
reported to be between 4.4% and 19.6% (1). Women
are twice as likely to have depression as men (2). The
life time prevalence is 10-25% for women and 5-12%
for men (2,3). With regard to life time prevalence, age
of onset, and its impact on work power and
functioning, depression is considered as an important
public health problem. Several studies have found a
link between depression and metabolic diseases such
as diabetes, stroke and heart disease (4). Obesity has
been found to be highly associated with mood
symptoms in some studies (5). Epidemiologic studies
have reported more obesity in depressed patients than
in the general population (6). It is suggested that the
mechanism underlying the relationship between mood
disorders and obesity is caused by a hypothalamus-
pituitary-adrenal axis abnormalities (7,8). Besides
energy storage, adipose tissue are secretes biologically
active peptidic substances called adipokines. It has
been suggested that adipokines may be associated with
metabolic changes seen in depressive disorders (9).
Nesfatin-1, a recently discovered peptide hormone,
has been described in various regions of the brain (10).
Nesfatin-1 is considered to be associated with appetite
regulation and some related metabolic events in the
hypothalamus (10,11). Appetite and metabolic
changes (sleep-wake, immunologic, stress hormones,
sexual hormones, etc.) are common in depression and
the pathophysiology is not yet fully understood. It is
thought that various neurotransmitters and peptides
may have an effect on both appetite and mood (12).
Nesfatin-1 administered intracerebroventricularly to
rats was found to reduce eating behavior (10). In
another study conducted by intracerebral injection of
nesfatin-1, behavioral changes due to anxiety and fear
were observed in rats (13). In a study in which
nesfatin-1 was measured in venous blood of depressed
and non depressed subjects, nesfatin-1 levels were
significantly higher in the patient group (12).

Apelin which is found in the brain at high levels is
a recently identified bioactive molecule in the
adipokine group (14). In 1998, it was first isolated
from bovine stomach extracts and then from
hypothalamus and fat tissue—organs related to hunger
(14,15). In a study conducted by injecting apelin-13
into the rat brain, apelin-13 was found to induce
depression-like behavior in rats (14). In another study
conducted in rats, it was mentioned that apelin may
have a neuroregulatory role in the neuroendocrine
response to stress (16). Apelin-12 and apelin-36 levels
were found significantly lower in women with eating
disorders compared to healthy women (15).

As is the case with many other psychiatric
disorders, lack of specific laboratory testing and
imaging methods are among diagnostic difficulties (3).
Therefore, studies on markers that can facilitate the
diagnosis of depression are gaining interest. Because
of their practicality and lower cost, biomarkers of
depression that can be checked in peripheral blood
take particular interest. On the way to DSM-5, the
need for a biomarker that can be measured in
peripheral blood in order to facilitate diagnosis of
many psychiatric disorders, including depression, is
emphasised (17).

Apelin and nesfatin-1 have been associated with a
variety of psychiatric disorders in recent years
(12,14,15). We aimed to investigate pre-treatment and
post-treatment levels of these molecules, which could

be measured in clinical practice, in depression patients.
METHOD

Ethical approval was obtained from Mustafa Kemal
University, Tayfur Ata Sokmen Faculty of Medicine
Ethics Committee. Forty-seven patients who referred
to Mustafa Kemal University, Tayfur Ata Sokmen
Faculty of Medicine Research Hospital, Psychiatry
outpatient clinic and who were diagnosed with Major
Depressive Disorder according to DSM-IV diagnostic
criteria, were included in the study. Patients with
depression who have not received any psychiatric
treatment for the last 3 months constituted the
depression group. The control group consisted of
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healthy volunteers. Patients with comorbid psychiatric
disorder, severe neurological disease, severe medical
disorders such as obesity, hypertension, diabetes or
other neuroendocrinopathies, any other chronic
illnesses, substance or alcohol abuse and pregnant
were excluded from the study. Hamilton Depression
Rating Scale (HAM-D) and Clinical Global Impression
Scale (CGI) were administered to the study subjects.
All of the interviews were done by one of the authors.
Patients were informed about the study at first, and
those who agreed to participate, signed the “informed

consent form”.
Measures

Sociodemographic Data Form: This is a semi-
structured questionnaire of 18 items developed for use
in this study to determine the age, gender, marital
status, education level, employment, height-weight,
smoking status, presence of mental illness in the
family, previous psychiatric treatment, hospital
admission, suicide and ECT histories.

Hamilton Depression Rating Scale (HAM-D):
It is a scale based on the scoring of the rater used to
measure the severity of depression in patients. It was
published by Max Hamilton in 1960 (18). It is a
commonly used tool to measure the degree of
depression. It allows to document whether the
symptom in each item is present in the patient and if
present then to comment on the severity of the
symptom. Questions in each item are addressed to the
patient and the answers are marked by the evaluator.
The sum of item scores gives the total score of the
scale ranging from 0 to 53. The higher score indicates
the more severity of the depression. The highest score
on the scale is 53 points. 0-7 points indicate no
depression, 8-15 point mild depression, 16-28 point
moderate depression, 29 and over indicate severe
depression. The validity and reliability study of the
scale for Turkey was carried out by Akdemir et al. (19).

Clinical Global Impression Scale (CGI): CGI
was developed by Guy et al. (20) to assess the clinical
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course of all psychiatric disorders at all ages. CGl is a
three-dimensional scale and is filled out during the
interview conducted by the physician to assess the
response to treatment in patients with psychiatric
disorders. Based on his general experience about the
disease, the clinician grades the severity of the disease
or the degree of improvement between 1 (not at all ill)
and 7 (among the most extremely ill patients).
1=normal, not at all ill; 2=borderline mentally ill;
3=mildly ill; 4=moderately ill; 5=markedly ill;
6=severely ill; 7=among the most extremely ill

patients.
Blood Analyses

Peripheral venous blood samples were analyzed
during depressive period before the treatment was
started and on the third month of the treatment. For
this purpose, on the first day of the study and in the
third month, following 12 hours fasting, blood samples
were drawn from the forearm veins at 08:00 am. On
the days when blood was drawn, the patients’ routine
psychiatric examination was performed and HAM-D
and CGI scales were administered. Blood samples
were centrifuged for 15 minutes (3000xg) within two
hours and the sera were stored at -70°C. The same
sampling was made for the control group. Apelin and
nesfatin-1 levels were measured by ELISA using
appropriate kits (Apelin Elisa Kit/CUSABIO;
Nesfatin-1 Elisa Kit/BIOVENDOR) after the 3" month
samples were collected.

Statistical Analyses

Statistical analyses were performed using the SPSS
15.0 software. Descriptive statistics are calculated for
all the data in the study. Since apelin and nesfatin-1
levels were not normally distributed, nonparametric
tests were applied for comparisons. Mann-Whitney U
tests were used to compare the data between
independent groups. The Wilcoxon test was
performed if the same variable was repeatedly
measured, in related group comparisons. A value of
p<0.05 was considered statistically significant.
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RESULTS

Forty-seven patients (Female=35, Male=12)
diagnosed with depression on admission to the
Mustafa Kemal University, Tayfur Ata Sokmen
Faculty of Medicine, Psychiatry outpatient clinic who
met the study criteria were included in the study. In
addition, 47 healthy volunteers (Female=31, Male=16)
who met the study criteria were included in the study.
There was no difference between the groups in terms
of age, marital status, occupation and BMI (Body
Mass Index) (p>0.095).

There was no significant difference between the
initial BMIs of patient group and the control group
(p=0.153). No significant difference was found
between the waist circumference of the depression
group and the waist circumference of the control
group (p=0.270). There was a significant difference
between pre- and post-treatment BMIs (26.81kg/m?
and 27.28kg/m? respectively, p=0.009) in the
depression group. There was a significant difference
between the pre- and post-treatment waist
circumferences in the depression group (89.87cm and
91.25cm respectively, p=0.01). Serum nesfatin-1 and
serum apelin levels of the depression group,
measured at the referral were compared with their
BMlIs. There was no correlation between serum
apelin level and BMI (p=0.874). A moderate negative
correlation was found between serum nesfatin-1 and
BMI (correlation coefficient r=-0.35; p=0.016). An
association was determined in the linear regression
analysis with ANOVA (p=0.016). This finding can be
interpreted as: independent of the depression itself
and its treatment, the greater BMI is, the lower serum

nesfatin-1 level gets.

All the patients (n=4) who were hospitalized (at least
once and at most 3 times) in the depression group were
female. The remaining (n=43) patients had never
received inpatient treatment, 12 of whom were male
and 31 were female. Two of the inpatients (4.3%) had
ECT at their previous hospitalizations. In the depression
group (n=47), the number of patients who had never
been treated before (antidepressant/psychotherapy) was
30 (63.8%). In the depression group the duration of past
depression treatments was not correlated with the initial
serum apelin levels (p=0.726), whereas it was correlated
with serum nesfatin-1 levels (p=0.023).

There was a positive correlation between the
duration of the past treatment and the mean nesfatin-1
level at the time of admission. However, in patients
who had been treated longer than 3 years, the mean
nesfatin-1 level was found to be lower than all
treatment duration subgroups.

There was no correlation between having a history
of suicidal attempts (at least once, with any method)
and serum apelin and serum nesfatin-1 levels at the
time of admission (272.73pg/ml, p=0.819 and
0.258ng/ml, p=0.951, respectively).

There was a significant difference in the initial
serum apelin levels between the depression group and
the control group (324.04pg/ml, 135.86pg/ml
respectively, p<0.05). Since the results were not
normally distributed, the Mann-Whitney U test was
performed. There was a significant difference between
serum apelin levels of depression group (282.38pg/ml)
and control group (97.73pg/ml) (p<0.001).

No statistically significant difference was found in
the initial serum nesfatin-1 levels between the
depression group and the control group (0.552ng/ml
and 0.729ng/ml, respectively, p=0.705).

Table 1: Comparison of sociodemographic characteristics of groups

Depression group (n=47)

Control group (n=47)

Mean SD Mean SD p
Age 34.149 11.637 34.851 12.194 0.83
n n
Gender
Female 35 31 0.36
Male 12 16

SD: Standard deviation
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Table 2: Comparison of apelin levels in depression and
control groups

GROUP Mean SD P
Depression group apelin (pg/ml) 324.04 183.74 <0.001
Control group apelin (pg/ml) 135.86 112.75

Mann-Whitney U test, SD: Standard deviation

Table 3: Comparison of nesfatin-1 levels in depression
and control groups

GROUP Mean SD P
Depression group nesfatin-1 (ng/ml)  0.552 0.850 0.705
Control group nesfatin-1 (ng/ml) 0.729 1.040

Mann-Whitney U test, SD: Standard deviation

Table 4: Apelin and nesfatin-1 levels of depression
group before and after treatment

ANALYSIS Mean SD p
Pre-treatment nesfatin-1 (ng/ml) 0.552 0.850 0.105
Post-treatment nesfatin-1 (ng/ml) 0.573 0.985
Pre-treatment apelin (pg/ml) 324.041  183.746 0.416
Post-treatment apelin (pg/ml) 352.085  209.360

Wilcoxon test, SD: Standard deviation

After 3 months of treatment, serum apelin and
serum nesfatin-1 levels were re-measured and
compared with pre-treatment serum apelin and serum
nesfatin-1 levels using the Wilcoxon test. Apelin levels
were found to be increased in 28 patients (59.5%),
decreased in 18 patients (38.3%) and unchanged in 1
patient (2.2%). Nesfatin-1 levels were increased in 17
patients (36.1%) and decreased in 30 patients (63.8%).
No statistically significant difference was found
between and pre-treatment and post-treatment serum
apelin (p=0.416) and serum nesfatin-1 levels (p=0.105)
of depression group.

There was no correlation between the change
in pre- and post treatment serum apelin levels and
the change in pre- and post treatment BMIs
(p=0.32, r=0.15). No correlation was found between
the change in pre- and post treatment serum nesfatin-1
levels and the change in pre- and post treatment BMIs
either (p=0.827, r=-0.33).
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No correlation was found between HAM-D
scores at admission and initial serum apelin levels
(p=0.574, r=0.085). There was no correlation
between the HAM-D scores at admission and initial
serum nesfatin-1 levels (p=0.264, r=0.16). At the end
of the 3 months treatment period, there was no
correlation between the change in HAM-D scores
and the change in apelin levels (p=0.576, r=0.085) or
the change in nesfatin-1 levels (p=0.82, r=0.034).

DISCUSSION

In this study, it was aimed to compare serum
apelin and nesfatin-1 levels of depression patients
with healthy controls and to investigate the effect of
depression treatment on apelin and nesfatin-1
levels.

There was a statistically significant difference in
serum apelin levels between the patient
(324.04+183.7ng/ml) and control (135.8+112.7ng/ml)
groups. In a study performed with rats, central (ICV)
apelin-13 administration resulted in the release of
CRH and VP from the hypothalamus similar to the
stimulation of the stress axis (21). Based on apelin’s
relation with eating behavior and its receptor
intensity in specific brain regions related to
emotions, in a study that apelin-13 administration
to mice intracerebroventricularly resulted in a
depression-like pattern (22). In another study on
girls with anorexia nervosa, blood apelin-12 and
apelin-36 levels were significantly lower in the
anorexia nervosa group (15). Apelin expression was
found to decrease in the rostral ventrolateral
medulla (RVLM) following acupuncture in rats with
stress related increased blood pressure (23). There
are studies showing neuroprotective functions of
apelin (24). The finding of high serum apelin level in
depressive patients, one of the main results of our
study, indicates—consistently with the literature—the
common origin of emotional and physical
symptoms of depression. This information may
suggest that apelin may be a component of the
cascade in the endocrine response to stress, or may
have a protective role as a reactive peptide.

Distinen Adam The Journal of Psychiatry and Neurological Sciences, Volume 30, Number 1, March 2017 43



Serum apelin and nesfatin-1 levels in depression patients and their relationship with treatment

In our study, serum apelin levels were reassessed
after 3 months of treatment and compared with pre-
treatment serum apelin levels. Apelin levels were
increased in 28 patients (59.5%), decreased in 18
patients (38.3%), and there was no change in 1 (2.2%)
patient. When pre- and post-treatment serum apelin
levels were compared in the depression group, no
significant difference was found. When pre- and post-
treatment apelin levels were analyzed in female and
male subgroups, there was no significant change in
apelin neither in male group (n=12, p=0.08) nor in
female group (n=34, p=0.09). In our study,
antidepressant treatment for 3 months did not affect
serum apelin levels. This observation can be
interpreted as: the apelin level did not fall as fast as
the clinical improvement with antidepressant
treatment; or the 3-month treatment period might not
have been enough to decrease the serum apelin to
healthy human level.

At the time of admission and in the third month of
treatment, HAM-D was administered to observe the
severity of the depression and the clinical course
objectively. There was no correlation between
HAM-D scores and initial serum apelin levels. No
correlation was found between third month HAM-D
score change rates and apelin change rates. According
to our findings, we can say that there is no relation
between the severity of the disease and the serum
apelin level.

Studies investigating the relationship between
serum apelin levels and BMI are present. In a study
investigating the effect of weight loss on serum
apelin levels, a correlation was found between the
decrease in BMI and the decrease in serum apelin
levels (25). In a study involving anorexia nervosa
(n=87), healthy (n=61) and simple obese (n=30)
women, a positive correlation between serum apelin
levels and BMI was reported (15). It has been reported
that there is a significant decrease in serum apelin
levels after obesity surgery (26). In another study, it
was reported that the serum apelin level decreased
from 369pg/ml to 257pg/ml in 20 women whose
BMIs decreased from 32.2kg/m? to 29.8kg/m? with
low-calorie diet (27).

There was no statistically significant difference
between the pretreatment BMIs of depression group
and the control group in our study. The difference in
the mean BMIs of depression group before and after
treatment was statistically significant (26.81kg/m?
and 27.28kg/m?, respectively, p=0.009). This may be
the result of the increased appetite due to drugs used
in the treatment of depression or due to recovery of
appetite as the depression improved. However, there
was no correlation between the change in pre- and
post-treatment serum apelin levels, and the change in
pre- and post-treatment BMIs. A significant number
of studies in the literature have been performed in
women; and in our study, we did not find a
statistically significant result when we re-analyzed
the pre- and post-treatment apelin change in male
and female subgroups. When the reasons for the
difference between our study and the literature are
evaluated, the variety of methods used during
treatment (various antidepressants, antidepressant +
electrocunvulsive therapy [ECT], antidepressant +
cognitive / behavioral therapy) and the fact that the
change in BMI in our study was not as wide as other
studies might have been associated with the lack of
significant change in serum apelin level.

There was no statistically significant difference in
serum nesfatin-1 levels between the patients
(0.552+0.850ng/ml) and controls (0.729+1.040ng/ml)
in our study. One human study investigating
nesfatin-1 levels in depression has been found in
the literature (12). In this study, which compared
serum nesfatin-1 levels of healthy controls and
patients with depression, unlike our study the
patients’ nesfatin-1 levels (4.22+2.16ng/ml) were
significantly higher than the control group
(2.13£1.52ng/ml). A study comparing brain NUCB2
mRNA expressions between healthy controls and
men and women with depressive disorder who
attempted suicide, found higher levels in males and
lower levels in females compared to the control
group (28).

A study comparing serum nesfatin-1 levels in
generalized anxiety disorder, which was formed
with 40 patients and 34 healthy subjects, found
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significantly decreased mean serum nesfatin-1 levels
(0.350+£0.037ng/ml and 0.630+0.080ng/ml,
respectively) (29). Contrary to this finding, Hofmann
et al. reported an increase in serum nesfatin-1 level
as anxiety scores increased in obese women with
anxiety disorder (30). In a study in which pre-
treatment nesfatin-1 levels of mania patients were
lower than the control group, serum levels of
nesfatin-1 after treatment (ECT + antipsychotic)
were significantly elevated (31). In another study,
serum nesfatin-1 levels were significantly lower in
patients with restrictive type anorexia compared to
the control group (32). All these studies related to
nesfatin-1 levels were designed in different patient
groups and in different patterns. More comparable
studies are needed to make comparative
interpretations.

Serum nesfatin-1 levels were reassessed after 3
months of treatment in our study and compared with
pre-treatment serum nesfatin-1 levels. No significant
difference was found between pre- and post-
treatment serum nesfatin-1 levels. Nesfatin-1 levels
increased in 17 (36.1%) patients and decreased in 30
(63.8%) patients. Pre-treatment and post-treatment
levels of nesfatin-1 were distributed into female and
male subgroups and re-analyzed, no significant
change was detected in male (n=13, p=0.814) and
female (n=34, p=0.033) subgroups.

In our study, 3-month antidepressant treatment
did not affect serum nesfatin-1 levels. We did not
find any other study examining the change of
nesfatin-1 level with treatment in patients with
depression.

At the time of admission and in the third month of
treatment, HAM-D was administered to observe the
severity of the depression and the clinical course
objectively. There was no correlation between
HAM-D scores and initial serum nesfatin-1 levels. No
correlation was found between third month HAM-D
score change rates and nesfatin-1 change rates.
According to our findings, we can say that there is no
relation between the severity of the disease and serum
nesfatin-1 level.

There was no correlation between the change in
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pre- and post-treatment serum nesfatin-1 levels, and
the change in pre- and post-treatment BMIs
(p=0.827, r=-0.33). In our study, BMI increased
significantly in the depression group but there was
no associated change in nesfatin-1 level. A
correlation between initial serum nesfatin-1 level
and initial BMI was found (p=0.016). A moderate
negative correlation between serum nesfatin-1 and
BMI was observed, with a correlation coefficient of
r=-0.35. An association was determined in the linear
regression analysis with ANOVA (p=0.016). There are
studies suggesting, parallel to our study, that nesfatin-1
is lower in those with higher BMI, as well as studies
with contrary results. Some studies have investigated
the relationship between serum nesfatin-1 levels and
BMI. Stengel et al. (33) reported that Nesfatin-1
decreased food intake and obesity. In another study,
cerebrospinal fluid/plasma ratio of nesfatin-1 was
reported to be negatively correlated with obesity (34).
It has been reported that orexigenic peptide ghrelin is
decreased whereas, the anorexigenic peptide nesfatin-1
is elevated in response to increasing BMI (35). Various
genetic variations of nesfatin-1 has been reported to be
associated with weight and BMI (36).

In the depression group, a relation between the
duration of previous depression treatment and initial
serum nesfatin-1 level was determined. There was a
positive correlation between the mean duration of past
treatment and the mean nesfatin-1 level at the time of
admission. However, in patients who were treated
longer than 3 years, the mean nesfatin-1 level was
found to be lower than all treatment duration
subgroups.

In conclusion; our study is the first in the literature
with its characteristics and having several new
findings. We consider that because of several factors in
both apelin and nesfatin-1 studies such as, the design
varieties (psychiatric disease type, racial difference),
low number of studies, and the differences in methods
used (human/animal studies, storage conditions),
there is need for more studies in order to determine
the association of these molecules with psychiatric
diseases, and if there is an association, to assess the
level of this association.

Distinen Adam The Journal of Psychiatry and Neurological Sciences, Volume 30, Number 1, March 2017 45



Serum apelin and nesfatin-1 levels in depression patients and their relationship with treatment

Contribution Categories

Name of Author

Development of study idea

S.D., MS., MHK

Methodological design of the study

S.D,MS, MHK, ZY.

Data acquisition and process

SD.,MS, MHK, ZY.

Data analysis and interpretation

SD., MS., MHK,
MA., ZY.

Literature review

SD., MS., MHK,
MA., CS.

Manuscript writing

S.D., MS., MHK,
MA., CS., Z.Y.

Manuscript review and revisation

S.D., MS., MHK,
MA., C.S.

REFERENCES

1.

46

Angst ]. Epidemiology of depression. Psycoparmacology (Berl)
1992; 106(Suppl):71-74. [CrossRef]

Koroglu E. Basic Psychiatry. Second ed. Ankara: Hekimler Yayin
Birligi 2007: 240-64.

Akiskal HS. Mood Disorders: Introduction and overview.
Compreh. Textbook of Psychiatry, 15t ed. Kaplan HI, Sadock B].
PA: Williams and Wilkins 1995; 1067-1079.

Frasure-Smith N, Lesperance F, Talajic M. The impact of negative
emotions on prognosis following myocardial infarction: is
it more than depression? Health Psychol 1995; 14:388-398.
[CrossRef]

Kessler RC, Berglund P, Demler O, Jin R, Koretz D, Merikangas
KR, Rush AJ, Walters EE, Wang PS; National Comorbidity
Survey Replication. The epidemiology of major depressive

disorder: results from the National Comorbidity Survey
Replication (NCS-R). JAMA 2003; 289:3095-3105. [CrossRef]

Mclntyre RS, Konarski JZ, Wilkins K, Soczynska JK, Kennedy
SH. Obesity in bipolar disorder and majér depressive disorder:
results from a national community health survey on mental healt
hand well-being. Can ] Psychiatry 2006; 51:274-280.

Mclntyre RS, Park KY, Law CW, Sultan F, Adams A, Lourenco MT,
Lo AK, Soczynska JK, Woldeyohannes H, Alsuwaidan M, Yoon J,
Kennedy SH. The association between conventional antidepressants

and the metabolic syndrome: a review of the evidence and clinical
implications. CNS Drugs 2010; 24:741-753. [CrossRef]

Weber-Hamann B, Kopf D, Lederbogen F, Gilles M, Heuser I,
Colla M, Deuschle M. Activity of the hypothalamus-pituitary-
adrenal system and oral glucose tolerance in depressed patients.
Neuroendocrinology 2005; 81:200-204. [CrossRef]

Conflict of Interest: The authors declare that there is no

conflict of interest regarding the publication of this paper.

Financial Disclosure: The authors acknowledge that they

have received financial support from the Mustafa Kemal

University Scientific Research Support Fund for this study

(project number 11302).

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Weber-Hamann B, Kratzsch J, Kopf D, Lederbogen F, Gilles
M, Heuser I, Deuschle M. Resistin and adiponectin in major
depression: the association with free cortisol and effects of
antidepressant treatment. ] Psychiatr Res 2007; 41:344-350.
[CrossRef]

Oh-IS, Shimizu H, Satoh T, Okada S, Adachi S, Inoue K, Eguchi
H, Yamamoto M, Imaki T, Hashimoto K, Tsuchiya T, Monden
T, Horiguchi K, Yamada M, Mori M. Identification of nesfatin-1
as a satiety molecule in the hypothalamus. Nature 2006;
443:709-712. [CrossRef]

Shimizu H, Oh-I S, Hashimoto K, Nakata M, Yamamoto S,
Yoshida N, Eguchi H, Kato I, Inoue K, Satoh T, Okada S, Yamada
M, Yada T, Mori M. Peripheral administration of nesfatin-1
reduces food intake in mice: the leptin-independent mechanism.
Endocrinology 2009; 150:662-671. [CrossRef]

Ari M, Ozturk OH, Bez Y, Oktar S, Erduran D. High plasma
nesfatin-1 level in patients with major depressive disorder.
Prog Neuropsychopharmacol Biol Psychiatry 2011; 35:497-500.
[CrossRef]

Merali Z, Cayer C, Kent P, Anisman H. Nesfatin-1 increases
anxiety-and fear-related behaviorsin the rat. Psychopharmacology
(Berl) 2008; 201:115-123. [CrossRef]

Lv SY, Qin Y], Wang HT, Xu N, Yang YJ, Chen Q. Centrally
administered apelin-13 induces depression-like behavior in mice.
Brain Res Bull 2012; 88:574-580. [CrossRef]

Ziora K, Oswiecimska ], Swietochowska, Ziora D, Ostrowska
Z, Stojewska M, Klimacka-Nawrot E, Dyduch A, Bton’ska-
Fajfrowska B. Assessment of serum apelin levels in girls with
anorexia nervosa. ] Clin Endocrinol Metab 2010; 95:2935-2941.
[CrossRef]

Dustinen Adam The Journal of Psychiatry and Neurological Sciences, Volume 30, Number 1, March 2017


https://doi.org/10.1007/BF02246240
https://doi.org/10.1037/0278-6133.14.5.388
https://doi.org/10.1001/jama.289.23.3095
https://doi.org/10.2165/11533280-000000000-00000
https://doi.org/10.1159/000087003
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jpsychires.2006.01.002
https://doi.org/10.1038/nature05162
https://doi.org/10.1210/en.2008-0598
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.pnpbp.2010.12.004
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00213-008-1252-2
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.brainresbull.2012.06.003
https://doi.org/10.1210/jc.2009-1958

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

2.

26.

Newson M]J, Pope GR, Roberts EM, Lolait SJ, O’Carroll AM.
Stress-dependent and gender- specific neuroregulatory roles
of the apelin receptor in the hypothalamic- pituitary-adrenal
axis response to acute stress. ] Endocrinol 2013; 216;99-109.
[CrossRef]

Phillips ML, Vieta E. Identifying functional neuroimaging
biomarkers of bipolar disorder: toward DSM-V. Schizophr Bull
2007; 33:893-904. [CrossRef]

Hamilton M. A rating scale for depression. J Neurol Neurosurg
Psychiatry 1960; 23:56-62. [CrossRef]

Akdemir A, Turkcapar MH, Orsel SD, Demirergi N, Dag I,
Ozbay MH. Reliability and validity of the Turkish version of
the Hamilton Depression Rating Scale. Compr Psychiatry 2001;
42:161-165. [CrossRef]

Guy W. Assessment Manual for Psychopharmacology. Rockville,
MD: US Department of Health Education and Welfare, 1976;
218-222.

Taheri S, Murphy K, Cohen M, Sujkovic E, Kennedy A, Dhillo
W, Dakin C, Sajedi A, Ghatei M, Bloom S. The effects of
centrally administered apelin-13 on food intake, water intake

and pituitary hormone release in rats. Biochem Biophys Res
Commun 2002; 291:1208-1212. [CrossRef]

Lv SY, Yang Y], Qin Y], Mo JR, Wang NB, Wang Y], Chen Q.
Central apelin-13 inhibits food intake via the CRF receptor in
mice. Peptides 2012; 33:132-138. [CrossRef]

Zhang CR, Xia CM, Jiang MY, Zhu MX, Zhu JM, Du DS, Liu
M, Wang ], Zhu DN. Repeated electroacupuncture attenuating
of apelin expression and function in the rostral ventrolateral

medulla in stress-induced hypertensive rats. Brain Res Bull 2013;
97:53-62. [CrossRef]

Cheng B, Chen ], Bai B, Xin Q. Neuroprotection of apelin and its
signaling pathway. Peptides 2012; 37:171-173. [CrossRef]

Krist J, Wieder K, Kloting N, Oberbach A, Kralisch S, Wiesner T,
Schon MR, Gartner D, Dietrich A, Shang E, Lohmann T, DrefSler
M, Fasshauer M, Stumvoll M, Bluher M. Effects of weight
loss and exercise on apelin serum concentrations and adipose
tissue expression in human obesity. Obes Facts 2013; 6:57-69.
[CrossRef]

Soriguer F, Garrido-Sanchez L, Garcia-Serrano S, Garcia-Almeida
JM, Garcia-Armnes J, Tinahones FJ, Garcia-Fuentes E. Apelin levels
are increased in morbidly obese subjects with type 2 diabetes
mellitus. Obes Surg 2009; 19:1574-1580. [CrossRef]

Dede S, Sahpolat M, Kokacya MH, Ari M, Sesliokuyucu C, Yonden Z

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

Castan-Laurell I, Vitkova M, Daviaud D, Dray C, Kovacikova M,
Kovacova Z, Hejnova J, Stich V, Valet P. Effect of hypocaloric
diet-induced weight loss in obese women on plasma apelin and
adipose tissue expression of apelin and APJ]. Eur ] Endocrinol
2008; 158:905-910. [CrossRef]

Hofmann T, Stengel A, Ahnis A, Bule P, Elbelt U, Klapp
BE.NUCB2/nesfatin-1 is associated with elevated scores of
anxiety in female obese patients. Psychoendocrinology 2013;

38:2502-2510. [CrossRef]

Gunay H, Tutuncu R, Aydin S, Dag E, Abasli D. Decreased
plasma nesfatin-1 levels in patients with generalized anxiety
disorder. Psychoneuroendocrinology 2012; 37:1949-1953.
[CrossRef]

Ahima RS, Flier JS. Leptin. Annu Rev Physiol 2000; 62:413-437.
[CrossRef]

Emul M, Karamustafalioglu N, Kalelioglu T, Genc A, Tasdemir
A, Gungor FC, Incir S, Seven A. The nesfatin-1 level in male
patients with manic episode and alterations of nesfatin-1 level
after antipsychotic and electroconvulsive treatment. ] Affect
Disord 2013; 151:849-853. [CrossRef]

Ogiso K, Asakawa A, Amitani H, Nakahara T, Ushikai M, Haruta
I, Koyama K, Amitani M, Harada T, Yasuhara D, Inui A. Plasma
nesfatin-1 concentrations in restricting-type anorexia nervosa.

Peptides 2011; 32:150-153. [CrossRef]

Stengel A, Tache Y. Minireview: nesfatin-1, an emerging
new player in the brain-gut, endocrine, and metabolic axis.
Endocrinology 2011; 152:4033-4038. [CrossRef]

Tan BK, Hallschmid M, Kern W, Lehnert H, Randeva HS.
Decreased cerebrospinal fluid/plasma ratio of the novel satiety
molecule, nesfatin-1/NUCB-2, in obese humans: evidence of
nesfatin-1/NUCB-2 resistance and implications for obesity
treatment. ] Clin Endocrinol Metab 2011; 96:E669-673.
[CrossRef]

Stengel A, Hofmann T, Goebel-Stengel M, Lembke V, Ahnis
A, Elbelt U, Lambrecht NW, Ordemann ], Klapp BF, Kobelt P.
Ghrelinand NUCB2/nesfatin-1 are expressed in the same gastric
cell and differentially correlated with body mass index in obese
subjects. Histochem Cell Biol 2013; 139:909-918. [CrossRef]

Zegers D, Beckers S, Mertens IL, Van Gaal LF, Van Hul W.
Association between polymorphisms of the Nesfatin gene,
NUCB2, and obesity in men. Mol Genet Metab 2011; 103:282-
286. [CrossRef]

Dustnen Adam The Journal of Psychiatry and Neurological Sciences, Volume 30, Number 1, March 2017 47


https://doi.org/10.1530/JOE-12-0375
https://doi.org/10.1093/schbul/sbm060
https://doi.org/10.1136/jnnp.23.1.56
https://doi.org/10.1053/comp.2001.19756
https://doi.org/10.1006/bbrc.2002.6575
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.peptides.2011.11.011
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.brainresbull.2013.05.013
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.peptides.2012.07.012
https://doi.org/10.1159/000348667
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11695-009-9955-y
https://doi.org/10.1530/EJE-08-0039
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.psyneuen.2013.05.013
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.psyneuen.2012.04.007
https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev.physiol.62.1.413
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jad.2013.08.004
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.peptides.2010.10.004
https://doi.org/10.1210/en.2011-1500
https://doi.org/10.1210/jc.2010-1782
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00418-013-1087-8
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ymgme.2011.03.007

